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“FROM THE PRESIDENT’S CORNER“: 

Well, Howdy Campers 
 
Every time I sit down to write a column for our 
newsletter it seems that I just wrote one a 
week ago.  Here we are in 2010 and we have 
experienced some of the coldest weather in 
several years and even a little snow in South 
Alabama.  Oh yes, a few of our fellow COMs 
were real happy with their late Christmas 
present on the night of January 7.  I will use the 
phrase I used in the Fall Newsletter "Texas may 
be bigger but Alabama is the best".  No, I am 
not a prophet; I was not referring to football in 
that article. 
 
If you had a chance to be at the Christmas party 
this year, you know what a good job each one 
did.  BR 548 (Bill Foster) and Billy Mims were 
fantastic.  Maybe they might have missed their 
calling in real life.  The music, as usual, was the 
greatest.  It seems that Harold happens to 
know exactly what to use.  Thanks to Paula 
Thrift for the fantastic job she has done for the 
past several years in preparing this for us.  We 
hate to see her give it up, but we understand 
and are sure that her replacement, Martha 
Price, will so a great job in the future. 
 
Your response to the Christmas gifts for the 
Harvest Time girls was overwhelming and their 
response was something else.  Wish each of 
you could have been there to see their 
response.  I will have some of their handmade 

thank you notes at the Spring Rally.  Thank you 
for your wonderful support to such a 
worthwhile cause. 
 
In our last newsletter we had a map of the 
regions in the state along with the coordinators 
for each area.  This plan is beginning to catch 
on and is working fine.  We have had several 
responses to this plan and some new members 
as a result of contact with these people.  Some 
of the coordinators are working on some DVDs 
that can be shown to churches, fairs or 
conventions telling folks about Campers on 
Mission.  I encourage each of you to continually 
be on the outlook for new members.  If you 
need help in making a presentation to a church 
or a group please contact your Regional 
Coordinator.  And of course, if you are aware of 
a potential COM project, please contact your 
coordinator or myself and we will help in any 
way that we can. 
 
Until next time GOD BLESS "AS WE GO" 
 

Phil. 4: 13  

Pete McKnight, President 

 

“Give of Your Best to the Master” 

Alabama Campers on Mission  
Spring  2010 Newsletter  

 
 
 
 



ALABAMA CAMPERS ON MISSION  

SPRING RALLY 

 

 

Make reservations by notifying Bill Ingalls via email Bill17634@aol.com or phone 

205-280-1383.  Alabama Campers on Mission must handle all reservations and 

collection of campground fees.  DO NOT CALL CAMPGROUND.  Sites are $24.00 

per night, includes all taxes.  Payment must be cash or check made out to Alabama 

COM. 
 

You may check in anytime Wednesday, April 7th.  DO NOT STOP AT 
CAMPGROUND OFFICE.  Proceed down asphalt road to entrance gate where 

someone from ACOM will direct you to your parking spot.  Please have payment 

ready when you enter the campground.   
 

 Wednesday, April 7 th      
  5:00 P.M.   Pot Luck Supper and 

      Music/Talent Get Together 
 

 Thursday, April 8 th   
  10:00 A.M.   Ladiesô Event ï Exploring Troy  

  10:00 A.M.   Menôs Event ï TBA 

3:00 P.M.    Leaving a Legacy Kevin Bravo (everyone) 

Free Time..Lunch and Dinner on your own 

6:30 P.M. Registration & Mission Opportunities 
 

 Friday, April 9 th    
8:00-12:00  Golf Scramble with Bill Foster 

3:00 P.M. Executive Council Meeting (Officers) 

6:30 P.M. Mission Reports   

 Message ï Rev. Paul McMonagle 
 

Saturday, April 10 th  
9:00 A.M. Business Meeting, Devotional  

 Music and Benediction 
 

Rally ends NLT 11:00 A.M.   More Details in  

Members depart NLT 12:00 Noon  Bulletin at Rally  

April 7 -10, 2010 

SWINDALLôS CAMPGROUND 

Troy, Al abama 36081 

Approximately one (1) mile south of Troy Wal-Mart on US 231 

Turn Left onto Swindall Road (also CR 5516)  

mailto:Bill17634@aol.com


*        
 

    Alabama COM Project/Event List for 2010/11   Revised 1/19/2010 
Contact project or event leaders for the latest information about each project or event. 
 

March 8-March 26, 2010  Shiloh Baptist Church, Hartford, AL Pete McKnight/Walt Miller 
April 7-April 10, 2010 Alabama COM Spring Rally,     
    {ǿƛƴŘŀƭƭΩǎ /ŀƳǇƎǊƻǳƴŘΣ ¢ǊƻȅΣ ![ Bill/Judy Ingalls 
April 12-June 11, 2010 St John Church of God in Christ, Quincy, FL Billy Mims/Wilton Whigham 
April 12- 23, 2010 Shocco Springs, Talladega, AL   Bob White 
April 20-25, 2010  Raceway Ministries, Talladega Speedway   Jenny Ellison / Richard Alford 
May 17 - 28, 2010 The Word Bible Church, Alexander City, AL Pete McKnight/Glenn Whiddon 
June 7 ς July 2, 2010 Carolina Baptist Church, Andalusia, AL Walt Miller 
June 9-June 11, 2010 National COM Rally Du Quoin Fairgrounds, Du Quoin, IL Randy Creamer 
July 5τJuly 23, 2010 Gods Way Baptist Church, Eufaula, AL Pete McKnight 
Sept 13-Sept 21, 2010 Shocco Springs, Talladega, AL   Wilton Whigham  
Sept 22-Sept 26, 2010 Alabama COM, Fall Rally  
    River Country Campground, Gadsden, AL Billy & Brenda Mims 
October 4- 15, 2010 Oneida Baptist Institute, Oneida, KY Jake Carrol 
Oct 26-Oct 31, 2010   Raceway Ministries, Talladega Speedway   Jenny Ellison / Richard Alford 
Oct 29 - Nov 7, 2010 National Peanut Festival, Dothan, AL Glenn & Jeanette Whiddon 
Dec 10, 2010 Christmas Party, Shocco Springs, Talladega, AL Martha Price 
Jan ---April, 2011 St Paul Missionary Baptist Church, Sierra Vista, AZ  Billy Mims 
June 8-June 11, 2011 National COM Rally Farmers Opry House, Pace, FL    Randy Creamer 
Jan-December, 2012 Puu Kahea Baptist Conference Center in Waianae, Hawaii See Below 
 

Project Leaders for the above Projects and Events: 
Jake Carrol,  Cell: 205 441-6784, E-mail: carroljv@aol.com 
Jenny Ellison Home: 205-655-7131, Cell: 205-296-1028 E-mail: car2nqueen@gmail.com 
Bill/Judy Ingalls Home: 205-280-1383, Cell: 334-201-3996 E-mail: bill17634@aol.com 
Billy Mims Home: 205-621-5453 Cell: 205-307-9253 E-mail billy.mims44@gmail.com 
Pete McKnight,  Home: 334 687-4784, Cell: 334 232-1751, E-mail: hpmck@eufaula.rr.com 
Walt Miller,  Home: 334 393-2460, Cell: 205 907-0577 E-mail: barclay6@roadrunner.com  
Martha Price Home: 334-735-2716, Cell: 334-464-1039 E-mail: d58roadhog@aol.com 
Glenn & Jeanette Whiddon Home: 334 677-8406, Cell: 334 313-6584  E-mail: jwhi234253@cs.com 
Wilton Whigham,   Home: 256 881-2724, Cell: 256 656-1666 E-mail: wokwhig@aol.com 
Bob White Cell: 205-541-4777  E-mail: cabwhite@yahoo.com 
 

Puu Kahea Baptist Conference Center in Waianae, Hawaii: is currently booked, with a waiting list, through 
December 2011.  Check the web site frequently for when reservations for 2012 will be accepted.  For more 
details contact Denver or Debbie Copeland at (808) 696-3467 or Denver (808) 349-0029 Debbie 808-349-0039 or 
visit the website: http://www.pkcc.org.  Email address for Denver is denver@pkcc.org Debbie is debbie@pkcc.org.  

Dates open for couples to come can be found at: http://www.pkcc.org/workers.html. Dates to bring work groups of 10-50 
can be found at: http://www.pkcc.org/workteams.html.  For work needing done at PKCC: http://www.pkcc.org/work.html. 

mailto:carroljv@aol.com
mailto:car2nqueen@gmail.com
mailto:bill17634@aol.com
mailto:billy.mims44@gmail.com
mailto:hpmck@eufaula.rr.com
mailto:barclay6@roadrunner.com
mailto:d58roadhog@aol.com
mailto:jwhi234253@cs.com
mailto:wokwhig@aol.com
mailto:cabwhite@yahoo.com
http://www.pkcc.org/
mailto:denver@pkcc.org
mailto:debbie@pkcc.org
http://www.pkcc.org/workers.html
http://www.pkcc.org/workteams.html
http://www.pkcc.org/work.html


What is Campers on Mission?  

 
Campers on Mission (COM) is a national fellowship of Christian campers who share their faith while they camp. 

Sponsored by the Adult Volunteer Mobilization (AVM) unit of the North American Mission Board (NAMB) of 

the Southern Baptist Convention, membership is open to Christian campers of all denominations. There is no 

membership fee. 

Campers on Missions is also a state fellowship of Christian campers right here in Alabama who share their 

faith while they camp.  Alabama COM sponsors a Fall and Spring Rally and over twenty mission projects a 

year. 

What do Campers on Mission do?  

 

COM accept short-term volunteer assignments across the United States and Canada. From state fairs, motor 

speedways, sewing, nursing home ministry, puppets, prayer walks, Seaman Center, association camps to church 

construction and disaster relief. COM combine a love of the outdoors with ministry across 

North America. 

Short-term volunteer opportunities can be found by placing yourself on the Alabama 

COM e-mail list (e-mail John Baughman at baughman@mindspring.com) and by logging 

on to The Bridge, a Web-based information system that connects volunteers and missions 

by offering hundreds of projects for both individuals and groups. Web search  The 

Bridge or call the Volunteer Mobilization Center at 1 800 462-8657 for further 

information. 

Who can join Campers on Mission?  

 

Any adult! Single or family, young or older.  COM is family friendly and provides a great way to experience the 

relaxation of vacation with the satisfaction of a mission project. It is a great pathway to become an on-mission 

family. 

How do I become a member?  

 

Download an enrollment form from namb.net and mail it back to: 

Alabama Campers on Missions 
c/o John Baughman 
1436 Hallwood Lane 
Montgomery, AL  36117 

To receive an enrollment form by mail or for further information, contact:  

Gayle Burlingame 
P. O. Box 11870 
Montgomery, AL  36111-0870 
1-800-264-1225, Extension 227 
gburlingame@alsbom.org

http://thebridge.namb.net/
http://thebridge.namb.net/
http://www.namb.net/atf/cf/%7BCDA250E8-8866-4236-9A0C-C646DE153446%7D/COMenrollmentForm_April_2005.pdf


 

With the Lord  

 

Bill Davis - Roanoke AL 8/10/1928 ς 12/19/2009 - Bill and Mary 
worked over 60 projects building churches with Campers on 
Mission.  They traveled to all 50 states and this was definitely the 
best time of their life.  He really enjoyed the time he spent going 
on trips with COM.  Bill is a graduate of Jacksonville State 
University with a B.S. in Accounting and retired in 1988 after 30 
years with Alabama Power.  Mary continues her battle with 
Alzheimer's disease, does not know anyone, and is in a Roanoke 
nursing home.  
 

 

 

Genella Hancock - 2/9/1938 ς 11/28/2009.  Bill & Genella 
married in 1965 and joined COM in 2007.  They worked 6 
projects.  Bill stated that Genella really enjoyed the work and the 
warm fellowship on each project they were able to go on before 
she became ill.  He wants to express thanks for each prayer, each 
thought, each card, each one who came to visitation & funeral 
and for all donations made in her memory.  It meant so much to 
him and his family.  Bill's address is 2484 County Road  3, 
Headland, AL 36345. 

 

James (Jack) Howard - Cullman AL 7/10/1926 ς 11/30/2009 ς 
James & Ethel joined COM in 1987.  Ethel is also deceased.  After 
retirement, they worked over 25 projects travelling and working 
with Campers on Mission, where he helped build churches, repair 
homes and clean up storm damage.  Jack was a graduate of both 
Howard College and the University of Alabama in Birmingham.  
He was a retired principal (1987) from the Cullman County School 
System.  He was also an ordained Southern Baptist minister and 
attended Northwest Theological Baptist Seminary and later 
served an interim pastor at numerous churches and was an 
associational missionary in Franklin County. 

 

RV's For Sale 

2004 Tiago 23 ft Class C.  One slide, new large refrigerator, large bath, new tires, new batteries, 4 KW 
generator, only 7,300 miles - asking $35,000.  Contact John or Young Howle - Eufaula, AL (334) 687-9663. 
 

RV's for sale listings are limited to active or deceased member's personal units actually used on mission and will be run a maximum of twice. 
Contact John Baughman (334) 740-1603 or Ken Conaway (256) 357-0150 to list a unit 



Some Information about our New Members 

 

 

Danny & Janelle Bonnett - Deatsville AL ς They have lived full time in 
their RV since 2005.  Danny is a graduate of the University of Southern 
Mississippi and was a Kinesiotherapist in rehab medicine at 
Montgomery VA Hospital for 37 years.  Janelle majored in Early 
Childhood and Elementary Education at Auburn University 
Montgomery and was a K-5 teacher.  They joined COM because felt led 
and convicted to enlarge the meaning of family to do whatever they 
could with the hands dealt them in service for Lord.  They want to put 
work above pleasure to have whatever impact they can while here on 
earth.  Their neighbors, Bill & Judy Ingalls, invited them to the COM 
Christmas party and their first project was Harvest Time in February. 
 

 

Patricia Kerr ς Oxford, AL ς Patricia is a widow.  Her husband Perry died 
in 2007 after 47 blessed years.  On their 300 acre farm they raised 
cows, goats and horses.  Her husband was also a builder and she 
helped him paint houses, roof, hang sheetrock and with the wiring.  
And in her spare time, Patricia was a Dental Hygienist.  Since 
retirement, she has known for some time that she feels called to do 
mission work full time.  Patricia joined COM because when she went to 
Alabama Baptist Convention she saw the COM display, got literature 
and decided to join.  She has bought 2007 31 ft Class C to serve the 
Lord. 

 

Jim & Liz Knight ς Harvest AL ς Jim is a Mechanical Engineer and a 
graduate of the University of South Alabama.  He has worked for US 
Army in Huntsville at Redstone Arsenal for 23 years.  Liz has a BA in 
psychology from Southeastern Louisiana University and has been 
blessed to be a stay at home homemaker raising their now adult 
children.  They heard about COM at their church mission fare where 
Terry & Nancy Baughman are also members and were involved.  They 
joined COM because they have a travel trailer, enjoy camping and have 
done construction mission trips on several occasions.  They think COM 
is a wonderful opportunity to join the two and plan to make a few 
projects before retirement.   
 

 

Jim & Lallie Pruitt ς Orrville AL ς Jim obtained his BS in Pharmacy from 
Auburn.  He was a Pharmacist and co-owner Carter Drug in Selma and 
retired in 2006.  Lallie graduated from Emory in Atlanta with a BS in 
Nursing.  She was a RN for 24 years, worked hospitals, home health and 
with crippled children.  She is retired from State Health Department in 
Montgomery where she worked in childhood lead poisoning 
prevention.  They joined COM because they have always been 
interested in mission work and have been on several foreign trips.  
They saw an article in the Alabama Baptist and found our web site.  It 
seemed like perfect fit to join their love of camping with missions.   



 

Al & Rhonda Rhodes ς Eufaula AL ς Al was in the poultry business for 
years.  His last stint was CEO of CP Poultry in Baker Hill, Alabama where 
he was responsible for 120 growers who grew 800,000 broilers per 
week.  He is originally from Shelbyville TN and attended the University 
of Tennessee.  Rhonda was primarily a homemaker responsible for 
raising their children.  Al is also the Gideon Scripture Chairman for the 
Barbour County District.  They joined COM after retirement because 
they wanted something to do.  They had been helping out Pete 
McKnight with some of the local projects, felt led to buy a RV and join. 
 

 

Gary & Shelia Teague ς Bay Minette AL ς Gary has a BS in psychology 
from the University of North Carolina.  He worked with RCA global 
communications all over the world in Information System Design and 
programming for both mainframes and PC's.  Shelia is from 
Waynesboro MS and served as administrative assistant at several large 
Baptist churches, including FBC North Mobile.  They joined COM 
because the Lord called him into ministry.  He was pastor of small 
church in Evergreen where they went on local missions plus foreign 
trips to Brazil.  From that they feel the Lord wants them on the mission 
field daily and see their RV & COM as an avenue to accomplish that. 

 

Thomas & Mildred Thornton ς Muscle Shoals AL ς They have been 
newlyweds since 1951!  Thomas served in the army and has pastored in 
Baptist churches since 1969.  He worked at Reynolds Alloys for 35 years 
and retired in 1994 to take a church full time.  He is now enrolled in 
college (at the age of 76) taking cabinet making and carpentry and is 
having a ball doing this.  Mildred stays really busy with their 5 
grandchildren and 6 great grandchildren.  She was a caregiver for 
Thomas's mother, sister, brother-in-law and her mother and father for 
some 25 years.  She is Thomas's partner in ministry.  They have been on 
several mission trips to other countries doing building and evangelism 
work.  They saw an article in the Alabama Baptist and attended the Fall 
Rally to check us out.  They joined so they could be of service to the 
Lord, to help others that need some kind of help, and to meet other 
people with the same kind of mind set, giving of themselves to help 
others. 

 
 

Who have you invited to join Alabama 
Campers on Mission today? 

 
 
 

 

Comments and/or suggestions to improve your newsletter are always appreciated.  Please contact Pete 
McKnight, 233 Daniel Place, Eufaula, AL 36027, (334) 232-1751 (E-mail hpmck@eufaularr.com) or Editor Ken 
Conaway, 23 Warren DR, Wedowee, AL (256) 276-4480 (E-mail kcjoc@centurytel.net) 

mailto:hpmck@eufaularr.com
mailto:kcjoc@centurytel.net


A VISIT WITH LONG TIMERS 
 

 
Malcolm & Dollie Gilliland 

 

They even remember the day they joined 
Alabama COM, Friday April 6, 1990.  They were 
looking for something to do in retirement and 
had just read an article in the Alabama Baptist 
about COM.  Harvey Hastings knocked on their 
front door.  Mr. Harvey was visiting them for 
church outreach and he spotted an RV parked 
out back.  He invited them to church and just 
casually mentioned that COM was going to 
have a job in Huntsville in a few days.  They 
decided to go and try them out.  
 

Malcolm retired as a Millwright after 33 years 
with US Steel in Birmingham and 6 years with 
the City of Midfield.  That was a rough life, 
being a Christian around all of those rough 
cussing and fussing Millwrights. Working the 
Huntsville job was an eye opening experience.  
This Christian organization was doing 
construction which he loved, but the people 
were so good, so different, no smoking or 
cussing with all working together in harmony.  
The job was a wonderful eye opener and 
different from anything they had ever done in 
their lives.   
 

During Malcolm's working years, Dollie was a 
homemaker, raising their 2 wonderful boys.  
With COM she enjoyed helping and witnessing 
at the backyard Bible studies.  Dollie also 

enjoyed finishing sheetrock with Velma Carrol.  
The women also kept the work area clean 
picking up the short pieces, sweeping the floors 
and cooking for the men.  Through the years 
the women also made nursing home lap robes, 
cloth bags, quilts, and children's clothes to send 
overseas.  
 

After being married 65 years, 20 years with 
COM and over 100 projects later, they have 
never been on a COM trip that they regretted.  
Their rigs grew from a 20 foot travel trailer to 
26 and 29 footers and now they pull a 5th 
wheel.  They have been in 29 states.  In over 
120,000 miles of towing, thanks to Dollies back 
seat driving helping keep them out of a couple 
situations, the Lord has blessed them with safe 
travels. 
 

Malcolm feels COM is just fine the way it is and 
would not do a lot of changing.  The COM 
people have always been so nice.  Earlier there 
were five to eight couples on a job, now we 
have more people.  Today's group does a lot 
more work than in the early 90's because we 
have more active people and a lot more and 
better tools.  On his first job, which was a start 
to finish job, he had a hammer, skill saw, a big 
framing square and T square.  First thing he 
bought was a ladder and tool belt.  Later he 
purchased a framing nailer and compressor.  He 
feels our quality today is as good as or even 
better than his early days. 
 

Looking back to 1990 with the wisdom of today, 
they would gladly join Alabama COM again.  
The group has grown from a small close knit 
group to a much larger group but all good 
Christian people.  The people of COM do what 
they do because they love the Lord.  Compared 
to the foul mouthed dirty greasy millwright job, 
this has been a wonderful experience. 


